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The Pentecostal Assemblies of the World (PAW) established in Los Angeles,
California has its spiritual roots directly to the Azusa Street Revival (19061909). It began as a Pentecostal association in 1906; however, it was on
October 27, 1907 that it held its first general meeting with Brother
Pendleton serving as its chairperson pro tem and Brother Clark secretary pro
tem. It was in 1908 that Sister Hopkins was elected chairperson pro tem and
Brother 1.1. Frazee as pro tem secretary, as Brother Clark left for foreign
mission work. It was in 1912 that J.1. Frazee was elected as General
Superintendent and John Mautz replaced him as secretary. The headquarters
of PAW moved from Los Angeles, California to Portland, Oregon. From
1913 to 1916, PAW annual conference was held at Elder GT. Haywood's
(1880-1931) Apostolic Faith Assembly in Indianapolis, Indiana.
An event occurred in 1913 at the Pentecostal camp meeting in Arroyo Seco,
California that would change the doctrinal course of PAW. At this meeting,
Bishop Robert Clarence Lawson
an evangelist, Robert McAlister (1880-1953) from Canada spoke, and in the
course of his message, he stated that the apostles always baptized in the name of Jesus. His message would
cause the first major split in the Pentecostal movement over water baptism and challenging traditional
Trinitarian theology. With the baptism in Jesus Christ name came the discussion of the Oneness of the
Godhead verses the Holy Trinity.
It was in 1913 that Robert Clarence Lawson (1883-1961) entered the Apostolic Faith Assembly, pastored by
Elder GT. Haywood, who was also the general secretary of PAW. It was at this church that Lawson would
receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost, learned the way of holiness and soon called into ministry.
Glen Cook (1867-1948) who was originally a business manager at the Azusa Street Mission would evangelize
the Oneness message in the Midwest. Stopping in Indianapolis in January 1915, he would discuss water baptism in Jesus Christ name with Haywood. The result of their discussion with much prayer, Haywood humbly
accepted the water baptism in Jesus name. Haywood would submit along with his congregation to being rebaptized in Jesus name. It is quite probable that Lawson was apart of this group. Through the ministry of Elder
GT. Haywood, PAW, as an organization would accept the Oneness doctrine in 1915, making it the oldest
Oneness Apostolic denomination in the United States and is the parent organization of numerous Oneness
groups throughout the world.
On January 22, 1918, PAW merged with the General Assembly of Apostolic Assemblies and retained the name
PAW. J.1. Frazee served as General Superintendent of this united group for a short period. It was also in 1918 that
E.W. Doak succeeds Frazee as General Superintendent. It would be under Doak's administration PAW was incorporated on January 25,1919. It was during this time that the headquarters of PAW moved from Portland, Oregon
to Indianapolis,
Indiana. The incorporators were E.W. Doak, GT. Haywood and D.C. Opperman. In the 1918 minutes Lawson
was listed as a general superintendent from Columbus, Ohio. In 1919 the general superintendents was changed to
general elders and Lawson was then made a general elder, and was listed on the official letterhead of PAW as
being from New York.
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Under the banner of PAW, Elder Lawson would travel through the Midwest evangelizing and pioneering the
apostolic message.
Leavenworth, Kansas
Lawson would minster at the Pentecostal Church in Leavenworth. The result of his ministry would result in
this church converting to the Oneness message and become the mother church for PAW in the Leavenworth
area. Mother Belle Davis through her prayer band organized this church. It would be at this church Lawson
would meet his future wife, Carrie Fields (1891-1948), who was one of the early members of this church.
San Antonio, Texas
Bishop Lawson in San Antonio, Texas would establish the Lincoln Park Church of Christ. The first pastor of
this church would be Elder Dunlap Chenault. This church rooster of pastors include Bishop Charles W.
Watkins (1923-1988), sent to pastor in 1954 and would serve this church until 1959. Bishop William A. Ellis
(1942 -), would also be sent to pastor this church in 1968. This church is now known as the Greater Lincoln
Park Institutional Church, pastored by Elder Jonathan D. Ellis.
Saint Louis, Missouri
Lawson would speak at Central Baptist Church 1 declaring the apostolic message, which resulted with some of
their members accepting the water baptism in Jesus name. Lawson would organize them in 1918 as Temple
Church of Christ and send for Elder Austin A. Layne, Sr. (1891-1967) from Mother Susan Gertrude Lightford's
church in New York City to pastor it. Layne would be made a PAW bishop in 1950 and would pastor Temple
Church of Christ until his demise in 1967.
Columbus, Ohio
PAW would send Lawson before 1914 to pastor the Church of Christ of the Apostolic Faith in Columbus,
Ohio, which was organized in 1910 and first pastored by Elder Albert Roberts. He incorporated this church on
March 10, 1919 in Franklin County and formulates the 18 tenets of the apostolic faith. It was under his
ministry on April 18, 1915 in Ohio that Karl F. Smith (1892-1972). Lawson would appoint Smith as his assisted pastor. Smallwood E. Williams (1907-1991)\ would be saved in March 1919 under Elder Smith. Its current
pastor is Dr. Eugene Lundy.
New York City
It would be in July 1919 that Lawson would to go too New York City. In New York he stated that the Lord told
him to follow the first man he saw." That would be Edward Anderson going to a prayer meeting in the home of
Brother Glover on 40th Street. Yet it would be the prayer meeting in the home of Brother and Sister Edward
Anderson and Brother and Sister James Burleigh at 56 East 131st Street that would be the birth of the Refuge
Church of Christ referred to as the cradle of Refuge. Being a general elder, he knew the work of Mother Susan
Lightford, founder and pastor of Kings Chapel Assembly. Lawson summoned Elder Layne from her church in
1918 to pastor the work he started in St. Louis. Lawson ran revivals for Mother Lightford. However it would
be through a cottage meeting in the home of Anderson's and Burleigh's that he would establish the Refuge
Church of Christ of the Apostolic Faith and some members of Pastor Lightford's church would join him;
including the family of Brother Edward and Sister Adeline Waller parents of Thomas Wright Waller known as
Fats Waller (1904-1943), jazz pianist and entertainer.
Resignation from PAW
Elder Lawson would resign from PAW in 1919, humbly submitting his letter of resignation to General
Superintendent Doak. With his resignation, Lawson did not encourage any PAW churches to follow him or pull
out any churches. He would leave over doctrinal issues. However, his doctrinal views were not new to PAW
for there were other clergy in PAW that held his views.
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Divorce and Re-marriage
Lawson held to the view of divorce and remarriage that initially taught to him by his father in the gospel Elder
Haywood. Elder Haywood originally held to the teaching of the founder of the Azusa Street Mission, Bishop
William J. Seymour (1870-1922), but later changed when he witness someone in his assembly in a double marriage state receive the Holy Ghost. Lawson held uncompromising to his view and wrote an open letter to Elder
Dunlap Chenault of San Antonio, Texas, defending and answering questions on divorce and remarriage.
Women Preachers
Its been said the Lawson's views on women preachers surfaced
after his association with Pastor Lightford.3 Lawson held strict
to the Pauline's instruction not to suffer a women to teach or
usurp authority over a man (1 Cor. 2:12). He did however
allow his women to minister as missionaries under male pastorate. He called his women missionaries to distinguish them
from the pastoring-evangelist of PAW. Beginning in the 1930's
Lawson allowed his wife, Mother Carrie Lawson to publically
pray during his radio broadcast this resulted in her being
known as the "praying mother of the air." He also supported
the foreign missionary efforts of Sister
Margaret Giles Johnson in Liberia, West Africa.
Head Covering
In prayer and worship, Lawson required his women to cover
their heads. He did not allow women in the church without a
hat on whether or not services were being conducted. The
dress code he held for the saints was the same as PAW with the
addition of the sacred head covering.

Bishop Lawson as General Elder and Overseer
with the P.A. of W. General Elder R. C. Lawson
(right), Overseer A. R. Schooler (left) and Elder
George Washington, (Seated)

The head covering is a symbol of the sisters' submission to their head and to God, which demonstrates a
women's place in ecclesiastical authority.
Hymnology
As Elder Haywood would write hymns portraying the apostolic message and Pentecostal worship, Lawson
being a musician and former professional singer before his conversion would do the same. The most famous
songs Lawson would write are "Praise Thy Name," "Let The Redeem Say So," "God Is Great In My Soul" and
"His Name Should Be Praised."S
Church of God in Christ
I would be in 1919 that Lawson attended the convocation of the Church of God in Christ and debated its
founder Bishop Charles H. Mason (1866-1961) over Christo logical issues. Mason taught that Jesus is the eternal Son of God, the second person of the Holy Trinity. Lawson advocated that Jesus is the Mighty God and
that the only purpose for the Sonship was for redemption and after His death the role of the begotten Son
ceased. Lawson held firmly to the Oneness of God.
The Churches of Christ of the Apostolic Faith
When Lawson resigned from PAW in 1919, he was pastoring two churches the Church of Christ in Columbus,
Ohio and the Refuge Church of Christ in New York City. Prior to coming to New York, he left the Ohio church
in the hands of his assistant pastor Elder Karl Smith. This enabled him to build up the work in New York, as it
became his ecclesiastical base. Lawson also organized the Philadelphia Church of Christ, which he sent
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Sherrod C. Johnson (1897-1961)6 in 1920 after ordaining him an elder to pastor. Lawson called his association
of churches, The Churches of Christ of the Apostolic Faith7 and the New York church, the Refuge Church of
Christ served as its mother church and headquarters. Elder Karl Smith from Ohio would be its executive secretary.
It would be in 1925 that Lawson would return to Ohio and find a schism over the divorce and remarriage issue.
Assistant Pastor Smith would not yield the church to Lawson. However, Lawson had members from this group
loyal to him and with them; he would organize the Rehoboth Church of Christ. The first pastor he would
appoint over this church would be Elder Herbert Spencer (1901-1974). Elder Smith8 would return to PAW in
1925.

Lawson's Timeline in the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World
1913

received the baptism of the Holy Ghost at the Apostolic Faith Assembly
(now known as Christ Temple) in Indianapolis, Indiana under the Elder
G.T. Haywood.
called to the ministry

1914

married Carrie Fields, from the Pentecostal Church in Leavenworth, Kansas
on November 10,1914 in Columbus, Ohio
sent to pastor the Church of Christ of the Apostolic Faith in Columbia, Ohio

1915

January 1915, Elder Haywood received the revelation of Jesus Christ being the
Mighty God and was re-baptized along with his 465 member
congregation in the name of Jesus Christ
The Pentecostal Assemblies of the World accepted the Oneness theology, making it the oldest
Oneness Apostolic denomination in the United States. It is the parent organization of numerous
Apostolic Pentecostal groups

1917

made a field superintendent
1918 organized the Temple Church of Christ in Saint Louis, Missouri
in the rooster of field superintendents there were only 4 African-Americans They were R.C.
Lawson, Columbus OH, G.T. Haywood, Indianapolis, IN, Alex Schooler, Cleveland, OH, F.I.
Douglas, Louisville, KY

1919

March 10, 1919 incorporated the Church of Christ of the Apostolic Faith
in Columbus, Ohio
July 1919 organized the Refuge Church of Christ of the Apostolic Faith, New York City
October 13, 1919 appointed to serve on the PAW 5 member credential committee
October 18,1919 title changed from general/field superintendent to general elder
resigned from PAW, handing his letter of resignation to its prelate, Elder E.W. Doak

1920

incorporated in Ohio and later the State of New York, the Refuge Church of Christ of
the Apostolic Faith, which is now known as the Greater Refuge Temple.
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